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Results in Review
MAFL Funds

Well,  that  guy  I  talked  about  did  show  up  at  our  door  on  Sunday  night
offering to help fill our pool. Even he, as it turned out, had an empty glass.

Two heartbreaking losses contributed to a cruel and stupendously
unprofitable weekend for all but a handful of MAFL Investors.

Both the Eagles and the Dockers amply demonstrated just how important it
is for a team to know how to win as both let clear winning opportunities
slip. In the end, the Eagles fell short by 6 and the Dockers by just 3. Where
are the Line Fund insurance bets when you need them?

Chi’s bet on the Blues also proved unsuccessful. Clearly somebody knew
something about the Blues. For a team to start the week as favourites, then
drift dramatically on head-to-head betting, then play the way they did on
Saturday, you have to wonder if tanking’s started very, very early this year.

Anyway, in short, that was a truly ugly weekend. Roll on Round 9.

Tipping
With pre-game favourites winning all 8 contests, it’s hardly
surprising that we set a season-high all-tipster average this
weekend of just over 7. So easy, in fact, was the Round’s tipping that
18 tipsters tipped the card, and 37 more tipped 7 from 8. Even the
two worst tipsters managed 5.

Only the St Kilda v Collingwood game caused any significant,
widespread damage to tipping fortunes.

These results leave the top three unchanged. BKB now leads on 50 from 64 (78%), followed by Chi on 49
(77%), then MARS on 48 (75%).

In last place, on 38 from 64, is MM35. The running totals for all tipsters appear in pictorial form in Appendix
1.

Surprisal
Unsurprisingly, this weekend’s results are rated “Very Predictable” based on surprisal analysis: two of the
successful favourites were at $1.06, and three more were at $1.35 or less.

Lack of surprise is not good for the competition, nor is it good for the Heritage Fund.
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Team Quarter-by-Quarter Analysis
Once again the tables below show how each team is performing on a quarter-by-quarter basis.

The Hawks preserved their perfect 4th-quarter record this weekend, winning their 8th straight final term on
the way to overwhelming Port.

Fremantle, in capitulating to the Bulldogs after taking a three
goal lead into the final term have now secured themselves the
worst 4th-quarter record of all the teams. They’re now at 1 and 7
in final terms.

Melbourne, meantime, are still yet to win a 1st or a 2nd quarter.

The table at right shows the number of total quarters won,
drawn and lost for every team and the rankings here are now
all-but mimicking those of the competition ladder. The largest
difference is just 2 ranking places.

Further, the top 8 now comprises only those teams who have a
better than 50% win-loss quarters record.

Once again underlining the importance of 4th quarters so far this
season, the following formula explains almost 90% of the
variability in competition points across the 16 teams:

-10.2 + 1.40 * Q1_Pts + 1.63 * Q2_Pts + 1.07 * Q3_Pts + 2.44 * Q4_Pts

(assigning  4  points  for  winning  a  quarter  and  2  points  for  a  drawn
quarter).
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Team Ratings Update
Sydney and Adelaide were this weekend’s big movers as a result of their respective demolitions of Essendon
and Melbourne. The only other team to pick up more than one whole rating point was the Lions, who now
have a small buffer of 3½ points to the Roos in ninth.

Still, after all these ups and downs, the ordering of the teams is unchanged.

The table below has the current Ratings details.

The Hawks, the Roos and the Bulldogs, despite winning this weekend, all dropped ratings points, although
the Bulldogs’ loss was so small that it might as well have been zero. In all, 6 of the top 8 teams gained ratings
points.

The competition’s top 8 now
matches  the  MARS  ladder  in  all  but
one respect: Port Adelaide is in the
MARS top 8 and the Roos are not.

The MARS Top 8 is:

1. Geelong (no change)
2. Hawthorn (no change)
3. Sydney (no change)
4. Adelaide (no change)
5. Port Adelaide (no change)
6. W Bulldogs (no change)
7. Collingwood (no change)
8. Brisbane Lions (no change)

Looking back at MARS’ predictive history over the period 2000-2007, we find the following is true of the
MARS ratings after 8 rounds:

No team ranked 1st, 2nd or 3rd by MARS has subsequently missed the finals
Only one team ranked 4th, one ranked 6th, and two ranked 5th have missed out
Teams ranked 7th through 11th have, roughly, made the finals as often as they’ve missed out
In only one season (2002) has a team ranked by MARS lower than 11th made the finals
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Here’s the competition table as it now stands.

Remarkably, the eight teams that won this week comprise the top 8 of the competition and, by logical
necessity, the 8 losers comprise the bottom 8.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Surely the weeks can’t get any worse
than this one for MAFL Investors.

Next week Melbourne take on
Hawthorn at the G and West Coast
meet Adelaide at Subi. I sense a
Heritage bet on both.

Tony

18 May 2008
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Appendix 1 : Cumulative Tipping Performance – All Tipsters


