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Results in Review
MAFL Funds
We landed 8 of 9 bets this weekend (hence Chi’s decorated ear), generating
healthy profits for all but the abstinent Alpha Fund and making significant
headway on moving Investors back to breakeven.
The Recommended Portfolio gained just under 11c and only the relatively
short-priced nature of many of the successful wagers prevented it and other
portfolios from recording even more significant returns.
Still, I suspect we’ll need to be on a few teams at $4 or more if we’re to have a
serious chance of dragging ourselves back into black ink over the remainder of
the season.
Details of the current positions of all portfolios are in the table at right.

Surprisal

Although only 5 of 8 favourites
were successful this weekend, the
winning underdogs were all priced
at under $3, which explains why
the round was designated
“Somewhat Predictable” based on
surprisals.

This is only the second “Somewhat
Predictable” round so far this year,
and the first such round in which
the Recommended Portfolio has
made money.

Tipping

MAFL Tipsters averaged just 4.22 correct tips this weekend, the third lowest
average of the season to date, behind the 3.35 of Round 9 and the 4.03 of
Round 14. Victories by the Roos, Port Adelaide and St Kilda tripped up many
tipsters as did, to a lesser extent, those by Richmond and Fremantle.

The breakdown of tipster performance appears in the table at right. The
weekend’s best performance was 5 from 8, recorded by 27 tipsters, and the
worst was 3 from 8, recorded by 13 tipsters.

In overall tipping BKB now leads by 4 and is on 95 from 128 (74%), followed by Chi and CTL on 91 (71%),
then Shadow on 90 (70%) and Quila on 89 (70%). In last place are MM40, 41 and 44 all on 72 from 120
(56%).

Running totals for all tipsters appear in pictorial form in the Appendix.
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Team Quarter-by-Quarter Analysis
Here are the teams’ quarter-by-quarter performance details.

Across the various Alternative Premierships:
Geelong managed only to draw its 2nd quarter with the Bulldogs on Saturday, in so doing
relinquishing its lead in the During the 2nd Quarter Premiership to Collingwood.
Geelong still, however, leads in 6 Alternative Premierships, comprising all of the End of Quarter
Premierships, the During the 1st Quarter and the During the 3rd Quarter Premiership.
The remaining Alternative Premiership is the During the 4th Quarter Premiership and is currently led
by Hawthorn.
Melbourne now holds 7 of the 8 Alternative Premiership Spoons, missing out only in the During the
4th Quarter Premiership, which is held by Fremantle on percentages from West Coast.

Looking at the pattern of performances across the quarters:
Adelaide are poor starters and poor finishers, ranking 12th and 10th respectively in 1st and 4th

quarters.
Brisbane still struggle in the 2nd half. They’re 11th in 3rd quarters and 14th in final terms.
Fremantle perform only in the 2nd and 3rd quarters (and not even that well in the 2nd).
The Hawks struggle in the 3rd term where they’ve won just 6 times in 16 starts, but power home in
the final term where they outscore their opponents 3 to 2.
The Roos struggle in the 2nd term. They’re 5 and 11 for this term and have a sub-75 percentage.
Sydney, relatively speaking, also struggle in the 2nd quarter, which they’ve won in just one half of
their games and in which they’ve recorded their lowest percentage of any quarter.
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eelong continues to lead on the overall table, with Sydney now
in 2nd, some 7 quarters behind. The Bulldogs have been shunted
back to 3rd, narrowly ahead of Collingwood and Hawthorn in
equal 4th.

Melbourne remain a comfortable last on this table, 3 quarters
behind West Coast in 15th and 9 quarters behind Essendon in
14th.

A comparison of this table with the competition ladder reveals
St Kilda as the only team in the bottom 8 here but the top 8 of
the competition (it’s 10th here but 7th on the ladder).

Conversely, neither Adelaide nor Richmond are in the
competition’s top 8, though they’re in equal 8th spot based on
Total Quarters Won.

Team-Based Wagering
If you’d been sufficiently foresighted when the season commenced and wagered 1 unit on the Bulldogs in
every game you’d have made 7 units so far this season.

Other teams for which such disciplined wagering support would have been profitable are the Roos, Carlton,
Richmond, Hawthorn, Geelong and Collingwood.

Even better results could have been achieved by, for example, betting against the Roos when they were at
home (+0.28 units) or at a neutral venue (+0.35 units), and betting on them only when they were away
(+6.51 units).

You can spot a range of other would’ve-been profitable strategies from the table below.

The only teams for whom a dedicated contrarian (ie bet against) strategy would have been reasonably
profitable are Fremantle (+10.94 units), Port Adelaide (+8.74 units) and West Coast (+3.82 units).

Overall, betting on all Home Teams would have generated a loss of about 15 units and betting on all Away
Teams would have generated a loss of just under 7 units.
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Team Ratings Update
This weekend’s big ratings points winners were Geelong (+3.87), St Kilda (+3.49), Fremantle (+2.65),
Brisbane (+2.62) and the Roos (+2.37). Port Adelaide was the only other winning team to register a ratings
point increase (+1.31), with the weekend’s other gainers –  Carlton (+1.23) and Essendon (+0.20) – both
being losers by narrow margins facing more fancied opponents.

Here then are the MARS Ratings details:

Once again we’re in the position where a position in the Top 8 requires a rating in excess of 1,000 (which is
as it should be).

Adelaide, despite registering 7 ratings point reductions in the last 8 rounds, has retained 6th spot. Sydney,
meantime, has climbed back into 2nd spot by virtue of registering a smaller decline than those suffered by the
Hawks and the Dogs.

All up, the MARS Top 8 is unchanged this week, though there has been, as noted, a slight reshuffling of the
top 4:

So far this season:

The average ratings point movement per game has been 2.6
In roughly 25% of matches the ratings point movement has been less than 1 point
In just under 20% of matches the ratings point movement has been between 1 and 2 points
In another 20% of matches the ratings point movement has been between 2 and 3 points
In another 25% of matches the ratings point movement has been between 3 and 5 points
In the remaining 10% of matches the ratings point movement has been more than 5 points
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Here’s the latest competition ladder:

Geelong and St Kilda are now the only teams that have strung more than 2 back-to-back wins together. The
Cats’ streak currently stands at 7 and the Saints’ at 4.

Meantime West Coast has extended its losing sequence to 7 and Adelaide has extended its to 5, which has
been sufficient to see them drop out of the top 8.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

According to MARS
projections the current top
4 on the ladder will finish in
the same order at season’s
end.

Next will be Collingwood
and St Kilda, tied for 5th,
then the Roos in 7th.

Adelaide and the Lions will
each finish on 44 points,
tying for 8th, with the team
progressing to the finals
being the team with the
better percentage.

(Game by game details of the predictions on which this table is based appear in Appendix 2).

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

‘til Thursday

Tony

20 July 2008
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Appendix 1 : Cumulative Tipping Performance – All Tipsters
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Appendix 2 : The Run Home for Every Team + MARS Predictions


